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Ag Leader Releases OptRx™ Crop Sensor 
AMES, IOWA, November 3, 2009 – Today, Ag Leader Technology, 

Inc., a leader in the development of precision farming solutions, re-

leased OptRx, a crop sensor used for mapping and data collection as 

well as real-time variable rate application of agrochemicals, specifi-

cally nitrogen.  This new crop sensor technology allows operators to 

put the right amount of nitrogen where the crop needs it.  Allowing 

operators to take full advantage of ideal application conditions, 

OptRx features a patented advanced light-sensing technology that 

is not dependent on ambient light, so the system can be used day or 

night.

“Simply put, OptRx shines light on a growing plant and then 

reads the light reflected back at the sensor,” says Roger Zielke, New 

Business Development Manager.  “Then, using a compatible Ag 

Leader display, the OptRx™ crop sensor system can create a pre-

scription that varies the rate of nitrogen application on-the-go by sensing a crop’s health. For example, OptRx 

sensors will communicate with the applicator to put on less nitrogen on healthy corn plants and more nitrogen 

on weaker, nitrogen-deficient corn plants.”  

“Nitrogen is applied at a rate that maximizes yield and profit potential in all areas of the field while avoiding 

excessive nitrogen rates common to flat rate application,” continues Zielke. “Flat rate nitrogen application leaves 

a lot of money on the table. We’ve seen the variable rate technology of OptRx™ provide input cost efficiency 

and less environmental impact.”

Additionally, OptRx crop sensors can be mounted on many types of vehicles to collect information while 

driving through the field. Information collected throughout an entire field, including vegetative index, can then 

be used to measure the impact of nutrients, water, disease and other growing conditions on crops. 

OptRx will be available for the 2010 growing season for mapping sensor readings, which consultants can 

then use to identify trouble spots in the field. Variable-rate nitrogen application for corn is also included for the 

2010 growing season. Ongoing testing continues for OptRx to be used for variable rate nitrogen application in 

other crops as well as to potentially vary the rate of any agrochemical in which the rate changes with crop size 

or vigor.  

About Ag Leader

Ag Leader Technology, Inc. is a pioneer and recognized technology innovator of precision agriculture hard-

ware and software.  Located in Ames, Iowa the company manufactures and markets industry leading precision 

farming technology designed to help growers make smart, profitable business decisions.  Founded in 1992 the 

company has achieved consistent growth and expansion by providing value-based products that help growers 

and ag professionals achieve and maintain a successful operation.

For more information visit: www.agleader.com


